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1. Executive Summary 
 
The presence of guns and weapons in U.S. schools represents a critical and escalating 
challenge, profoundly impacting the safety and well-being of students and educators. This 
report provides a data-driven analysis, drawing from various authoritative sources, to 
illuminate the complex landscape of weapon-related incidents in K-12 educational institutions. 
Key findings reveal a disturbing upward trajectory in school shootings and gunfire incidents, 
particularly in recent years, alongside a significant increase in firearm confiscations on school 
grounds. While overall violent incidents in schools may show some stabilization, the specific 
threat posed by firearms is intensifying. The long-term consequences of exposure to school 
gun violence extend far beyond immediate casualties, inflicting lasting socioeconomic and 
mental health scars on affected students. The inherent complexities in data collection 
methodologies and the persistent policy debates surrounding prevention strategies 
underscore the urgent need for a nuanced, comprehensive, and collaborative approach to 
foster truly safe learning environments. 
 

2. Introduction: The Landscape of School Safety 
 
Ensuring the safety and security of educational environments has become a paramount 
concern across the United States, deeply affecting students, educators, parents, and 
policymakers. The increasing frequency and severity of weapon-related incidents, particularly 
those involving firearms, necessitate a rigorous, data-driven examination to inform effective 
prevention and response strategies. This report aims to provide a comprehensive and 
nuanced perspective on the statistics of guns and weapons in U.S. schools. By leveraging data 
from official and reputable sources, the analysis will explore historical trends, current 
prevalence, and the multifaceted impacts of such incidents, focusing primarily on K-12 
institutions. Understanding the dynamics of weapon presence and violence within schools is 
essential for fostering a secure and conducive learning environment for all. 
 

3. Navigating the Data: Methodologies and Definitions 



 
Understanding the statistics surrounding weapon incidents in U.S. schools requires careful 
consideration of the diverse methodologies and definitions employed by various data 
collection entities. The interpretation of reported numbers is significantly influenced by how 
"school shooting" or "weapon incident" is defined and what scope of incidents is included or 
excluded. 
 
Primary Data Sources 

 
This analysis draws upon data from several key governmental and non-governmental 
organizations, each contributing a unique perspective to the overall understanding of school 
safety: 

●​ The National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) and Bureau of Justice 
Statistics (BJS): These federal entities jointly publish "Indicators of School Crime and 
Safety" reports, providing summary statistics on crime, its perpetrators and victims, and 
the operation of the justice system within schools.1 The School Survey on Crime and 
Safety (SSOCS), administered by the U.S. Census Bureau on behalf of NCES, serves as a 
primary source for school-level data on crime, discipline, disorder, programs, and 
policies in public elementary and secondary schools.3 

●​ USAFacts: This organization compiles government data to provide insights into school 
shootings, tracking incidents and casualties over time.4 

●​ Everytown for Gun Safety Support Fund: This advocacy group provides its own 
statistics on gunfire incidents occurring on school grounds, including detailed analyses 
of fatalities and injuries.5 

●​ The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI): The FBI began collecting active shooter 
data after the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting, focusing on incidents 
where an individual is actively engaged in killing or attempting to kill people in a 
confined and populated area.8 

●​ The K-12 School Shooting Database (K-12 SSDB): This open-source research project 
aims to document every instance where a gun is fired, brandished (pointed with intent), 
or a bullet hits school property, regardless of the number of victims, time, day, or 
reason.9 This inclusive approach results in a comprehensive catalog of incidents dating 
back to 1966.9 

●​ The Gun Violence Archive (GVA): While not exclusively focused on schools, GVA 
tracks gun incidents across the U.S., with some analyses extending to incidents 
occurring within a specified proximity to K-12 schools, such as within 500 yards.11 

 

Varying Definitions and Methodologies 

 
The varying definitions and methodologies across these sources are critical to interpreting the 



data accurately: 
●​ "School Shooting" (K-12 SSDB): This database adopts a broad definition, including 

any instance where a gun is fired, brandished, or a bullet hits school property. This 
encompasses a wide range of events, from accidental discharges to targeted attacks, 
leading to a higher reported number of incidents (over 2,380 from 1966 to present).9 

●​ "Active Shooter" (FBI): The FBI's definition is narrower, focusing specifically on 
incidents where an individual is actively engaged in killing or attempting to kill people. 
This definition explicitly excludes incidents primarily involving self-defense, gang 
violence, drug-related violence, domestic disputes, barricade/hostage situations, 
shootings related to other criminal acts, or crossfire.8 This more restrictive scope 
naturally results in lower incident counts compared to more inclusive databases. 

●​ "Gunfire on School Grounds" (Everytown): Everytown's data focuses on incidents of 
gunfire on the grounds of preschool or K-12 schools, encompassing gun homicides, 
assaults, suicides, and unintentional shootings.5 

●​ "School-Adjacent Shootings" (Gun Violence Archive via The Trace): Data from the 
Gun Violence Archive, as analyzed by The Trace, includes shootings that occur within 
500 yards of a K-12 school. This captures a broader context of gun violence in the 
vicinity of educational institutions, rather than strictly on school property, and requires 
careful deduplication to avoid overcounting incidents that may be near multiple 
schools.11 

 

Implications of Methodological Differences 

 
These definitional variations are not contradictory but rather reflect different research 
objectives and scopes. For instance, a rise in "school shootings" as documented by the K-12 
SSDB might include a broader range of incidents—such as accidental discharges or non-fatal 
disputes—than a rise in "active shooter" events reported by the FBI. The FBI's focus on active 
shooter incidents is primarily for law enforcement response and prevention of mass 
casualties, while the K-12 SSDB aims to provide a comprehensive picture of all gun-related 
incidents to inform broader prevention strategies. 
Understanding these distinctions is paramount for accurate interpretation of the data and for 
avoiding misleading comparisons between sources. Different stakeholders may present 
statistics that, while accurate to their specific methodology, can lead to vastly different 
conclusions about the scale and nature of the problem. This can complicate public discourse 
and hinder the development of unified, comprehensive responses. For example, if policy 
discussions rely solely on the FBI's active shooter data, they might inadvertently overlook the 
broader prevalence of gun-related incidents on school grounds, such as those involving 
brandishing or accidental discharges, which are captured by more inclusive databases like the 
K-12 SSDB. This highlights that the chosen definition of a "school shooting" or "gun incident" 
directly influences public perception, resource allocation, and the very nature of policy 
debates, underscoring the need for contextual awareness when evaluating these statistics. 



 
Table 1: Comparison of Key School Violence Data Sources 

 
 
Source Name Primary 

Focus/Definition 
Scope (K-12, 
Postsecondary, 
School-Adjacent) 

Key 
Inclusions/Exclusi
ons 

Reporting 
Period/Frequency 

NCES/BJS "Indicators of 
School Crime and 
Safety"; overall 
school crime, 
discipline, 
disorder, policies. 

Public elementary 
and secondary 
schools (K-12). 

Includes violent 
and nonviolent 
incidents, bullying, 
teacher 
victimization, 
weapon carrying. 

Periodically (e.g., 
SSOCS 
administered in 
spring of school 
years).3 Latest 
report covers up 
to 2022.1 

USAFacts "School 
shootings"; 
compiles 
government data. 

Public and private 
elementary and 
secondary 
schools (K-12). 

Focuses on 
incidents involving 
gunfire. 

Annually; updated 
February 20, 
2024.4 

Everytown for 
Gun Safety 
Support Fund 

"Gunfire on school 
grounds"; 
incidents of 
gunfire. 

Preschool or K-12 
schools. 

Includes gun 
homicides, 
assaults, suicides, 
unintentional 
shootings. 

Annually; tracks 
since 2013.5 
Latest reports up 
to Sept 2024.6 

FBI "Active shooter 
incidents"; 
individuals 
actively engaged 
in killing or 
attempting to kill. 

Various locations, 
including schools 
(K-12 and 
postsecondary). 

Excludes 
self-defense, 
gang violence, 
drug-related 
violence, domestic 
disputes, 
barricade/hostage 
situations, other 
criminal acts, 
crossfire.8 

Annually; tracking 
began after 2012.8 

K-12 School 
Shooting 
Database (K-12 
SSDB) 

"School shooting"; 
gun fired, 
brandished, or 
bullet hits school 
property. 

K-12 schools. Widely inclusive: 
regardless of 
victims, time, day, 
or reason (e.g., 
accidental, 
domestic, 
gang-related).9 

Continuously 
updated 
(1966-present).9 

Gun Violence "School-adjacent K-12 schools Includes Annually; data 



Archive (GVA) / 
The Trace 

shootings"; gun 
incidents within a 
specified 
perimeter of 
schools. 

(within 500 yards 
of centroid). 

shootings 
(killings/injuries) 
near, but not 
necessarily on, 
school property. 
Excludes incidents 
with no deaths or 
injuries.11 

from 2015-2024.11 

 

4. Trends in School Shootings and Gunfire Incidents 
 
The statistical data on school shootings and gunfire incidents in the United States reveals a 
deeply concerning and escalating trend, particularly over the past two decades. The 
frequency and severity of these events have seen a dramatic increase, impacting the safety 
and security of educational environments nationwide. 
 
Overall Rise in Incidents 

 
The most recent data highlights an alarming surge in school shooting incidents. The 2021–22 
school year recorded the highest number of school shootings since systematic records began 
in 2000, with a staggering 327 incidents.4 This figure represents a significant escalation from 
previous years, demonstrating a sharp acceleration in the problem. From the 2000–01 to the 
2021–22 school years, a total of 1,375 school shootings occurred at public and private 
elementary and secondary schools.4 

Other data sources corroborate this upward trend. Everytown for Gun Safety identified 720 
incidents of gunfire on the grounds of a preschool or K-12 school from 2013 through 2022, 
encompassing a range of events from homicides and assaults to suicides and unintentional 
shootings.5 More recently, the 2023-2024 academic year saw at least 144 incidents of gunfire 
on school grounds, marking a 31% increase from the prior school year and representing the 
second-highest number since Everytown began tracking these incidents in 2013.7 This upward 
trajectory has continued into the current year, with the number of gun-related incidents on 
school grounds in 2024 already surpassing the total for all of 2023 by September 30 (160 
incidents compared to 158).6 

FBI data, which focuses on active shooter incidents, also indicates a steady increase following 
the December 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting. Prior to this event (2000-2012), 
the U.S. averaged 12.5 active shooter incidents per year. This average nearly doubled to 24.2 
incidents per year from 2013 to 2019, and further escalated to 44.6 incidents per year from 
2019 to 2024.8 While 2024 saw a 50% reduction in active shooter incidents compared to 2023, 
the long-term trend over the past decade remains significantly elevated.8 This sharp 



acceleration, particularly noticeable after 2017, suggests that the underlying factors 
contributing to these events may have shifted beyond simple linear growth. The sheer volume 
of incidents in recent years indicates that existing prevention strategies may be insufficient or 
that new, more complex drivers are at play, necessitating a re-evaluation of current 
approaches and a deeper investigation into the socio-psychological factors contributing to 
this specific surge. 
 
Casualties (Deaths and Injuries) 

 
The human cost of school gun violence is substantial and growing. Between the 2000–01 and 
2021–22 school years, school shootings resulted in a total of 1,676 casualties, comprising 515 
deaths and 1,161 injuries.4 The 2021–22 school year alone recorded the highest number of 
casualties within this period, with 81 deaths and 269 injuries.4 

Everytown's analysis for 2013-2022 indicates 239 people killed and 504 wounded in gunfire 
incidents on school grounds.5 For the more recent 2023-2024 academic year, Everytown 
reported 36 fatalities and 87 injuries, with students accounting for nearly four in ten of those 
shot, totaling 46 students.7 As of September 30, 2024, there have been 46 deaths and 106 
injuries from gun-related incidents on school grounds in 2024.6 FBI data on active shooter 
incidents shows 244 casualties in 2023 and 106 in 2024. Over a 25-year period, active shooter 
incidents have resulted in an average of 7 casualties per incident, though the most recent 
five-year average has decreased to 4.75 casualties per incident.8 

 

Location and School Type 

 
An analysis of K-12 shootings since 2000 reveals distinct patterns in where these incidents 
occur. The majority, approximately 61.0%, have taken place at high schools, followed by 
elementary schools (23.6%) and middle or junior high schools (12.0%).4 Incidents at 
college-level institutions are typically excluded from these K-12 datasets.4 

Interestingly, over half of school shootings since 2000 have occurred outside the main school 
building. The most common location was the parking lot, accounting for 28.3% of recorded 
cases, followed by areas directly outside the front or side entrances of the school (20.4%).4 
"Elsewhere inside the school building" (areas other than classrooms, hallways, or basketball 
courts) was also a significant location.4 

 

Perpetrator Characteristics 

 
Research indicates that school shooters typically have a direct connection to the school they 
target. An analysis by Everytown of New York City Police Department reviews of active shooter 



incidents in K-12 schools over five decades found that 75% of the shooters were current or 
former students of the institution.5 This highlights the importance of understanding internal 
dynamics and potential warning signs within the school community. 
 
Table 2: Annual School Shooting Incidents and Casualties 
(2000-Present) 

 
 
School Year Total 

Incidents 
(USAFacts) 4 

Total Deaths 
(USAFacts) 4 

Total Injuries 
(USAFacts) 4 

Total 
Incidents 
(Everytown - 
Gunfire on 
School 
Grounds) 5 

Total Deaths 
(Everytown) 
5 

Total Injuries 
(Everytown) 
5 

2000–01 30 18 29 N/A 
(Everytown 
tracking 
began 2013) 

N/A N/A 

2001–02 17 5 13 N/A N/A N/A 
2002–03 24 13 16 N/A N/A N/A 
2003–04 34 16 29 N/A N/A N/A 
2004–05 44 22 41 N/A N/A N/A 
2005–06 51 13 42 N/A N/A N/A 
2006–07 64 28 63 N/A N/A N/A 
2007–08 16 10 13 N/A N/A N/A 
2008–09 52 19 42 N/A N/A N/A 
2009–10 15 5 10 N/A N/A N/A 
2010–11 18 8 24 N/A N/A N/A 
2011–12 16 9 12 N/A N/A N/A 
2012–13 26 42 13 N/A N/A N/A 
2013–14 46 19 36 720 (total 

2013-2022) 
239 (total 
2013-2022) 

504 (total 
2013-2022) 

2014–15 43 20 45 (Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

(Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

(Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

2015–16 38 9 36 (Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

(Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

(Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

2016–17 48 14 47 (Included in 
2013-2022 

(Included in 
2013-2022 

(Included in 
2013-2022 



total) total) total) 
2017–18 89 52 133 (Included in 

2013-2022 
total) 

(Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

(Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

2018–19 115 34 82 (Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

(Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

(Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

2019–20 116 32 94 (Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

(Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

(Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

2020–21 146 46 72 (Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

(Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

(Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

2021–22 327 81 269 (Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

(Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

(Included in 
2013-2022 
total) 

2022–23 N/A N/A N/A 158 (Total 
2023) 

N/A N/A 

2023–24 N/A N/A N/A 144 
(Academic 
Year) 7 

36 
(Academic 
Year) 7 

87 
(Academic 
Year) 7 

2024 (as of 
Sept 30) 

N/A N/A N/A 160 (Total 
2024) 6 

46 (Total 
2024) 6 

106 (Total 
2024) 6 

Note: Data from USAFacts and Everytown are presented separately due to differing 
methodologies and reporting periods. Everytown's "Total Incidents" for 2013-2022 represents 
a cumulative count over that period, not annual figures for each year within that range in the 
provided snippets. More specific annual data from Everytown is available for recent academic 
years. 
A significant observation emerges when comparing the overall trends in school violence with 
the specific trajectory of gun incidents. While federal data suggests that campus violence, 
including categories like simple assaults and thefts, has decreased since the pandemic and 
that 2022 was one of the safest years for students in the last decade in terms of overall 
victimization 14, school shootings continue to be at an all-time high.14 This creates a 
paradoxical situation where the general school environment might be perceived as safer, yet 
the specific threat of lethal gun violence is intensifying. This distinction is crucial for policy 
development, as it indicates that the drivers of gun violence in schools are likely distinct from 
those contributing to other forms of campus disorder. Consequently, resources might be 
misallocated if the focus is solely on broad violence reduction without specific, enhanced 
strategies tailored to address the unique and escalating threat of firearms. This situation calls 
for specialized interventions rather than relying on general crime prevention measures, 
emphasizing the need to prevent the introduction of firearms into schools as a distinct and 
urgent priority. 



 

5. Weapon Possession and Confiscation in Schools 
 
The presence of weapons, particularly firearms, on school grounds is a critical aspect of 
school safety. Data from various sources provides insights into both student self-reported 
weapon carrying and the increasing rates of official firearm confiscations. 
 
Student Self-Reported Weapon Carrying 

 
Surveys of high school students (grades 9-12) indicate a notable decline in self-reported 
weapon carrying on school property over the past few decades. The percentage of students 
who reported carrying a weapon (such as a gun, knife, or club) on school property at least 
once in the previous 30 days significantly decreased from 12% in 1993 to 4% in 2017.17 This 
downward trend continued, with the percentage dropping further from 5% in 2011 to 3% in 
2021.1 Consistent across survey years, male students reported higher rates of weapon 
carrying compared to female students.18 

 

Reported Firearm Possessions and Confiscations 

 
Despite the decline in self-reported general weapon carrying, statistics on firearm 
possessions and confiscations tell a different story, pointing to a rising specific threat. In the 
2017–18 school year, approximately seven public school students per 100,000 were reported 
to have brought firearms to or possessed them at school.17 The issue escalated significantly 
by 2022, with 62 incidents involving students under the age of 11 bringing firearms to school 
and 706 incidents involving students aged 12-17.17 

The 2021–22 school year marked a critical point, with 5,000 public school students (K-12) 
reported to have possessed firearms at schools across the United States. This translates to an 
overall rate of 10 firearm possessions per 100,000 students, which was the highest rate 
recorded in the previous decade.1 

Furthermore, the number of firearms confiscated on U.S. K-12 school campuses is rising 
sharply. News reports identified over 1,150 guns seized in the 2022-23 school year before they 
were fired.19 However, this publicly reported number likely underestimates the true scale of 
the problem. A survey of 51 of the largest school systems in the United States revealed that 
58% of firearm seizures were never publicly reported by news organizations, often because 
such incidents were too frequent to warrant significant media coverage.19 These districts also 
indicated a sharp increase in the number of guns found on campus in recent years, with a 79% 
increase in gun seizures between the 2018-2019 and 2022-2023 school years among 47 
districts with comprehensive data.19 The majority of these seizures (five out of six) involved 



weapons brought to school by students, some as young as 4 years old, while nearly 17% 
involved non-students.19 Firearms were discovered in various locations, including backpacks, 
lockers, trashcans, cars, and pockets, sometimes brought accidentally, for display, or with 
alleged intent to harm.19 

 

Sources of Firearms 

 
A critical factor in understanding the presence of guns in schools is their origin. Research 
consistently shows that firearms used by school shooters under the age of 18 typically come 
from their home or the home of a close relative. Approximately three-quarters (76%) of school 
shooters under 18 obtained the gun from such sources.5 This highlights a significant 
vulnerability: an estimated 4.6 million American children live in households with at least one 
loaded and unlocked firearm.5 This direct causal link between unsafe firearm storage 
practices in homes and the presence of guns in schools suggests that the problem often 
originates outside the school's immediate control, within the students' domestic 
environments. This understanding shifts the focus of prevention beyond just school-based 
security measures, emphasizing the need for policies that promote and enforce secure 
firearm storage at the household level. Without addressing the availability of firearms in 
homes, other school safety measures may be reactive rather than truly preventative. 
 
Table 3: Trends in Student Weapon Carrying and Firearm 
Confiscations 

 
 
School Year % of Students (Grades 

9-12) Self-Reporting 
Weapon Carrying 
(NCES) 17 

Firearm Possessions 
Reported by Public 
Schools (K-12, per 
100,000 students) 
(NCES) 1 

Firearms 
Confiscated/Seized 
(K-12, News Reports) 
(Washington Post via 
ASIS) 19 

1993 12% N/A N/A 
2001 N/A N/A N/A 
2011 5% N/A N/A 
2017 4% 7 N/A 
2017–18 N/A 7 N/A 
2018–19 N/A N/A Baseline for 79% 

increase in 47 districts 
19 

2021 3% N/A N/A 
2021–22 N/A 10 (highest in decade) N/A 



1 

2022 N/A N/A N/A 
2022–23 N/A N/A 1,150+ (reported by 

news); True number 
likely higher 19 

Note: Data points are from different sources and may not cover the exact same populations or 
timeframes, reflecting the complexity of available statistics. 
A notable paradox exists in the data: while the percentage of high school students 
self-reporting carrying any weapon (including knives or clubs) on school property has 
decreased over the past decade, public schools are simultaneously reporting higher rates of 
firearm possession and an increasing number of firearm confiscations.18 This apparent 
contradiction is not necessarily a statistical anomaly but rather reflects different measurement 
approaches. Student self-reports capture a broader range of weapons and rely on individual 
disclosure, while school-reported firearm possessions and confiscations specifically track 
guns discovered or seized by school authorities. This divergence suggests a critical shift in 
the nature of the "weapon problem" in schools. It indicates that the issue is less about a 
widespread culture of students carrying various weapons and more about a heightened, 
specific threat posed by firearms. This implies that prevention efforts need to be highly 
targeted towards firearms, potentially through enhanced detection methods like school 
resource officers (SROs) and anonymous tip apps 19, and, critically, by addressing the root 
causes of firearm access, particularly secure home storage practices.5 The fact that a 
significant percentage of firearm seizures are not publicly reported further suggests that the 
scale of this specific problem may be underestimated in public discourse.19 

 

6. Broader Context of School Violence and Safety 
 
While firearm incidents garner significant attention, it is important to situate them within the 
broader landscape of school violence and safety concerns. This provides a more holistic 
understanding of the challenges facing U.S. educational institutions. 
 
Overall Violent Incidents and Victimization 

 
U.S. public schools recorded a substantial number of violent and nonviolent incidents during 
the 2021–22 school year. Approximately 857,500 violent incidents and 479,500 nonviolent 
incidents were reported.20 A large majority of schools experienced at least one incident, with 
67% reporting violent incidents and 59% reporting nonviolent incidents.20 

Despite these figures, there are indications that overall campus violence, excluding school 
shootings, may have seen declines. In 2022, students aged 12-18 reported a campus violence 
victimization rate of 15.6 incidents per 1,000 students, a decrease from 24 per 1,000 in 2018.14 



The rate was 11 incidents per 1,000 students in 2020.15 This general decline in campus 
violence is often attributed to schools' increased focus on improving school climate and 
implementing social-emotional learning programs, particularly post-pandemic.14 However, this 
positive trend in general school safety stands in stark contrast to the fact that school 
shootings, while statistically rare compared to other forms of campus disorder, reached an 
all-time high.14 

 

Physical Attacks (with and without weapons) 

 
Delving deeper into violent incidents, the data differentiates between attacks involving 
weapons and those without. In the 2021-22 school year, 61% of schools reported at least one 
physical attack or fight that occurred without a weapon.20 In contrast, only 4% of schools 
reported at least one physical attack or fight that 
involved a weapon during the same period.20 This indicates that while physical altercations are 
common, those involving weapons are a smaller proportion of overall violent incidents. Among 
high school students, about 6% reported being threatened or injured with a weapon on school 
property in 2017, a figure that had declined from 9% in 2001.17 The percentage of students 
threatened or injured with a weapon in 2021 was not measurably different from 2011.1 

 

Other Safety Concerns 

 
Beyond physical violence, schools contend with a range of other safety and behavioral issues: 

●​ Bullying: In the 2021-22 school year, bullying at least once a week was reported by 28% 
of middle schools, 15% of high/secondary schools, and 10% of elementary schools.20 
Cyberbullying was more prevalent in middle (37%) and high schools (25%).20 Overall 
bullying rates have remained relatively consistent in the years immediately following the 
pandemic.14 

●​ Gang Presence: Approximately 5.5% of students in 2021-22 observed the presence of 
gangs in their schools, a slight decrease from 9% in 2018-19.14 

●​ Fear of Harm: Student perceptions of safety are also a concern. In 2019, about 5% of 
students aged 12-18 reported being afraid of attack or harm at school during the school 
year, a higher percentage than those who reported fear away from school (3%).16 

●​ Drug/Alcohol Incidents: During the 2021-22 school year, 71% of high/secondary 
schools reported incidents involving the distribution, possession, or use of illegal drugs, 
a higher percentage than incidents involving alcohol (34%) or prescription drugs 
(18%).20 

 

School Preparedness and Measures 



 
Schools are actively implementing various measures to enhance safety and respond to 
threats. In the 2021-22 school year, 96% of public schools reported having formal plans to 
prepare for and respond to active shooter incidents and natural disasters.20 A significant 
portion, 65%, of public schools also reported having a threat assessment team in place.20 
These teams are designed to proactively identify and intervene with individuals who may pose 
a threat. 
Security measures such as increased police presence and metal detectors have been widely 
implemented, though their overall effectiveness remains a subject of ongoing debate.17 School 
resource officers (SROs) are often seen as playing an essential role in identifying and seizing 
guns, and anonymous tip apps and systems have been instrumental in averting planned 
school shootings.19 However, experts note that technology like clear backpacks and metal 
detectors may not fully prevent students from circumventing security by slipping guns through 
less monitored entrances.19 Ultimately, a school community where children trust adults 
enough to report suspicious activity is considered more effective than technological solutions 
alone.19 

The overall picture of school violence reveals a nuanced situation. While general violent 
incidents and student victimization rates have shown declines or stability, the specific, 
high-impact threat of gun violence is an isolated and escalating concern.14 This suggests that 
the "school violence" problem is not monolithic. General disorder, fights, and non-fatal 
victimizations may be decreasing due to various school climate improvements or 
pandemic-related shifts. However, the unique drivers of gun violence require distinct 
attention. This distinction is vital for resource allocation and policy development, as generic 
anti-violence programs might not be sufficient to address the specific factors contributing to 
firearm incidents. This implies a need for highly specialized interventions, threat assessment 
protocols, and community engagement specifically focused on firearms, rather than relying 
solely on broader anti-bullying or conflict resolution programs. The primary focus should be 
on preventing the introduction of firearms, which are distinct from other forms of violence. 
 

7. Impacts of School Violence on Students and the 
Educational Environment 
 
The repercussions of school violence, particularly gun-related incidents, extend far beyond 
immediate physical harm, inflicting profound and lasting consequences on the mental health, 
educational trajectories, and economic futures of students, as well as on the overall school 
climate. 
 
Mental Health Consequences 

 



Exposure to school shootings has severe mental health implications. Students and staff who 
witness such events are highly likely to suffer from traumatic stress symptoms, anxiety, and 
depression.21 While some individuals may experience temporary symptoms, others can 
develop chronic psychiatric disorders that persist for extended periods.21 Research indicates a 
higher rate of antidepressant use among those exposed to a school shooting in the years 
following the gun violence.22 

Beyond individual trauma, the collective sense of safety within the school community is 
profoundly damaged. The feeling of ongoing danger permeates schools where shootings have 
occurred, eroding the school's climate and sense of community.21 This is particularly acute in 
schools located in neighborhoods already grappling with high crime, where schools are often 
viewed as a "safe haven." When external violence, especially gun violence, invades this 
sanctuary, the community loses a vital space for learning and camaraderie.21 

The broader mental health landscape among students also reflects significant distress. In the 
2021-22 school year, 42% of high school students reported experiencing persistent feelings of 
hopelessness or sadness for at least two weeks, to the extent that it interfered with their usual 
activities.15 This figure was notably higher for female students (57%) compared to male 
students (29%).15 Behavioral experts also observe that "fake threats" of school shootings, 
which have seen an influx following actual incidents, are often a "cry for help," highlighting a 
critical need for better access to counseling and mental health services within schools.6 

 

Educational and Economic Outcomes 

 
The academic and economic futures of students exposed to school gun violence are 
significantly jeopardized. Studies estimate that more than 100,000 American children 
attended a school where a shooting took place in 2018 and 2019 alone.22 Exposure to these 
events leads to measurable drops in student enrollment and a decline in average test scores.22 

Affected students are more likely to be chronically absent from school and to repeat a 
grade.22 Furthermore, their long-term educational attainment is significantly impacted: they 
are less likely to graduate high school, enroll in college (especially four-year institutions), or 
earn a bachelor's degree.22 These educational setbacks translate into tangible economic 
disadvantages. Exposed students are less likely to hold a job as young adults and, by their 
mid-twenties, earn an estimated 13.5% less compared to their peers who attended similar 
schools without such incidents.22 This reduction in earnings amounts to a substantial 
estimated lifetime income loss of $115,550 per shooting-exposed student.22 While these 
adverse impacts are universal, research indicates that non-Hispanic Black students and those 
receiving free or reduced-price lunches experience larger increases in chronic absenteeism 
and grade repetition 23, highlighting a disproportionate burden on already vulnerable 
populations. 
 



Impact on School Climate and Safety Perceptions 

 
The pervasive threat of violence, particularly gun violence, fundamentally alters the learning 
environment. The invasion of external violence into schools, especially in communities already 
facing high crime rates, erodes the perception of school as a "safe haven" for learning and 
growth.21 This undermines the very foundation of a positive school climate. Schools 
themselves face significant limitations in their efforts to reduce crime and provide adequate 
mental health services to students. Commonly reported barriers include a lack of or 
inadequate alternative placements or programs for disruptive students, and insufficient 
funding for both crime prevention and mental health support.20 

The comprehensive understanding of these long-term harms underscores that the societal 
cost of school gun violence extends far beyond the immediate tragedy of casualties. It creates 
a ripple effect that undermines educational attainment, economic mobility, and mental 
well-being for a generation of students. This calls for an urgent and robust approach to 
prevention and post-incident support. Policies must not only aim to prevent shootings but also 
to mitigate the enduring trauma and disruption to learning and life trajectories. This highlights 
the critical need for increased funding for mental health services and academic support in 
affected communities, and given the disproportionate impact on students of color, it 
emphasizes the importance of equity considerations in all prevention and recovery efforts. 
 

8. Discussion and Implications 
 
The analysis of statistics concerning guns and weapons in U.S. schools paints a complex and 
concerning picture, necessitating a multifaceted discussion of the trends, challenges, and 
policy implications. 
 
Synthesis of Trends 

 
The data unequivocally points to a concerning escalation in gun-related incidents in U.S. 
schools. The 2021-22 school year marked an unprecedented peak in both the number of 
school shootings and associated casualties.4 Recent data from Everytown indicates that this 
elevated rate of gunfire on school grounds has persisted, with 2023-24 being the 
second-highest year on record and 2024 already surpassing 2023's total by September.6 This 
rise in incidents is paralleled by a sharp increase in firearm confiscations on school campuses, 
suggesting a growing presence of guns within educational settings.19 A significant proportion 
of these firearms are found to originate from students' homes, underscoring a critical link 
between household firearm storage practices and school safety.5 

A crucial observation is the divergence between the trends of overall school violence and 
specific gun incidents. While general violent incidents and student victimization rates may 



show signs of stabilization or even decline in recent years, the unique threat posed by 
firearms continues to intensify.14 This indicates that the problem of gun violence in schools is 
distinct from broader issues of school disorder and requires targeted, specialized 
interventions. 
 
Challenges and Complexities 

 
Addressing school weapon violence is fraught with challenges: 

●​ Data Heterogeneity: The varying definitions and methodologies across different data 
sources (e.g., FBI's "active shooter" vs. K-12 SSDB's broad "school shooting" vs. GVA's 
"school-adjacent shootings") present a significant challenge for establishing a singular, 
universally accepted measure of "school gun violence".8 This necessitates careful 
interpretation and contextualization of all statistics to avoid misleading comparisons or 
conclusions. 

●​ Root Causes: The problem is deeply multifaceted, extending beyond the immediate 
school environment. It is intrinsically linked to broader societal issues such as firearm 
availability, the prevalence of unsecured firearm storage in homes 5, and underlying 
mental health crises among youth.6 These external factors significantly contribute to the 
internal school safety challenges. 

●​ Policy Debate: There is a pronounced divergence in proposed solutions, often 
reflecting deeply entrenched ideological positions. This is exemplified by the ongoing 
debate over policies that advocate for arming teachers versus those that prioritize 
"common-sense gun safety laws".6 Research suggests that arming teachers may not 
prevent school shootings and could, in fact, increase the risk of gun violence within 
schools.7 This ideological and practical divide in addressing school gun violence 
represents a fundamental challenge. One approach focuses on in-school deterrence 
and rapid response, potentially increasing the number of guns present in educational 
settings. The other emphasizes preventing guns from entering schools or being 
accessible to potential perpetrators in the first place, often through legislative means. 
The persistence of this debate, despite empirical evidence regarding the effectiveness 
or counter-productiveness of certain measures, indicates a political deadlock that 
hinders the implementation of evidence-based prevention strategies. This also points to 
a broader societal tension regarding gun control that directly impacts the safety and 
learning environment of schools, making comprehensive solutions difficult to achieve. 

 
Prevention Efforts and Policy Considerations 

 
Despite the complexities, several areas for intervention and policy consideration emerge from 
the data: 

●​ Secure Firearm Storage: Given that the majority of guns used by minors in 



school-related incidents originate from their homes 5, policies promoting and enforcing 
secure firearm storage are critically important. Such measures aim to prevent 
unauthorized access to firearms by children and adolescents.5 

●​ Threat Assessment Teams: The widespread adoption of threat assessment teams 
(65% of public schools) indicates a recognized need for proactive identification and 
intervention with individuals who may pose a risk.20 These teams can play a crucial role 
in preventing incidents before they escalate. 

●​ Mental Health Support: The identified profound mental health impacts on students 
exposed to violence, coupled with the observation that "fake threats" can be a "cry for 
help" 6, underscore the urgent need for increased access to comprehensive mental 
health services within schools.20 Addressing underlying psychological distress can be a 
key preventative measure. 

●​ Age Restrictions: Raising the minimum age for purchasing semi-automatic firearms to 
21 is suggested as a measure to reduce gun homicides committed by individuals aged 
18-20, a demographic group that commits gun homicides at triple the rate of adults 21 
and older.5 

●​ Comprehensive Approach: Effective prevention requires a multifaceted response that 
integrates insights from crime statistics, addresses social and psychological factors, 
and combines legislative action with community-based interventions.7 Relying on single 
solutions, such as school hardening or arming teachers, has not demonstrably led to 
fewer shootings.7 

 

9. Conclusion 
 
The statistical analysis presented in this report unequivocally demonstrates an escalating and 
deeply troubling trend in gun and weapon incidents within U.S. schools. The dramatic increase 
in school shootings and gunfire events, particularly in recent years, alongside a sharp rise in 
firearm confiscations, underscores a growing threat to the safety of educational 
environments. While some forms of general school violence may be stabilizing, the specific 
and lethal danger posed by firearms is intensifying, demanding a focused and urgent 
response. 
The profound and lasting impacts of school gun violence extend far beyond immediate 
physical harm, inflicting significant and quantifiable socioeconomic and mental health 
consequences on exposed students. These invisible costs, including increased absenteeism, 
lower educational attainment, and reduced lifetime earnings, highlight the pervasive and 
long-term societal burden of these incidents. 
Addressing this complex issue requires moving beyond reactive measures to embrace a 
data-driven, comprehensive, and collaborative approach. This necessitates a clear 
understanding of the varying data methodologies, a recognition that the majority of firearms 
used in school incidents originate from homes, and a commitment to evidence-based 



prevention strategies. Prioritizing secure firearm storage, investing in robust mental health 
services, strengthening threat assessment capabilities, and implementing common-sense gun 
safety legislation are critical steps. While challenges persist in harmonizing data and achieving 
policy consensus, the imperative to create and maintain safe, nurturing learning environments 
for all students remains paramount. 
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