
Parents play a vital role in protecting their children from internet predators. Based on the 
information in the provided documents, here's how you can approach this crucial 
conversation: 

1.​ Foster Open and Trusting Communication: 
○​ Create an environment where your child feels safe to talk about anything they 

encounter online, without fear of judgment or punishment. Emphasize that you 
are there to help them, no matter what happens. 

○​ Regularly discuss online safety, not just as a one-time talk, but as an ongoing 
dialogue. 

2.​ Educate on Predator Tactics (Grooming): 
○​ Explain that predators often build trust by feigning shared interests, offering gifts 

(like in-game credits or gift cards), or giving compliments. They might pretend to 
be younger or a peer. 

○​ Teach your child that predators try to create a sense of secrecy or "secrets" and 
isolate them from friends and family. 

○​ Highlight that online enticement can happen very quickly, with some victims being 
asked for explicit images within minutes of initial contact. 

3.​ Discuss the Dangers of Sharing Personal Information and Content: 
○​ Emphasize the importance of being selective about what they share online, as 

content can persist indefinitely. 
○​ Explain that explicit images or videos, even if "self-generated" (coerced from the 

child), are considered Child Sexual Abuse Material (CSAM) and cause continuous 
harm. 

○​ Warn about sextortion, where predators blackmail victims with explicit images to 
demand more content, money, or sexual acts. Note that teenage boys are 
increasingly targets of financial sextortion, tragically leading to suicides in some 
cases. 

4.​ Teach "Red Flags" and What to Do: 
○​ Not Everyone is Who They Say They Are: Reinforce that online identities can be 

deceptive. Someone pretending to be a peer could be an adult predator. 
○​ No Secrets with Strangers: Explain that a trusted adult should always know 

about online interactions, especially if someone asks them to keep secrets. 
○​ Never Meet Offline Alone: Stress that they should never meet someone they've 

only known online in person without your knowledge and supervision. 
○​ Don't Click Suspicious Links or Accept Gifts: Be wary of unsolicited links, gifts, 

or incentives offered by strangers online. 
○​ Block and Report: Teach them how to block unwanted contacts and report 

suspicious behavior directly on the platform. 
5.​ Recognize Warning Signs in Your Child: 

○​ Be vigilant for changes in behavior, such as increased secretiveness, 
defensiveness about online activity, sudden mood swings, withdrawal from social 
activities, or unexplained anger or crying spells. 

○​ Notice if they are spending excessive time online, especially at unusual hours, or if 



inappropriate content appears on their devices. 
6.​ Emphasize Reporting and Support: 

○​ Make it clear that if they ever feel uncomfortable, threatened, or are asked for 
inappropriate content, they should immediately tell a trusted adult (parent, 
teacher, counselor). 

○​ Explain that documenting incidents (e.g., taking screenshots, saving messages) is 
crucial. 

○​ Inform them about the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
(NCMEC) CyberTipline (1-800-843-5678 or cybertipline.org) as the primary place 
to report suspected child sexual exploitation. Reassure them that reporting is 
critical and will not lead to them losing their digital privileges. 

By having these open, ongoing conversations and staying informed, you can empower your 
children to navigate the digital world more safely and recognize the signs of potential danger. 


